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irreplaceable film and the processing plant entirely. unprotected 
By Willis's own account, his film was in his possession, without 
protection. 


I 


This official indifference to the existence and safety of 
the photographic evidence is an appropriate prelude to what hap- 
pened to the Zapruder movie and the use and abuse to which it 
and the Altgens film - the original of which was never in the 
government's possession and is not today - were put during the 
investigation and reconstruction of the crime. 


The memorandum with which the Secret Service forwarded the 
first copy of the Zapruder film to Washington at 9:55 P-m. the 
night of November 22, 1963, is not even legible. Before then, 
games were played with this film. Who had and has it is not a 
matter of record, nor is where the two original, unaltered copies 
are. The archive has neither. 


All that is publicly known to date was revealed in WHITE- 
WASH (p.206) . Part of this film was destroyed - deliberately. 
Subsequently I discovered the same destruction in other versions, 
and further destruction is indicated. My first revelation was 
greeted with official silence. < 

In testifying about a single showing of the original 
film to the Commission by the assistant chief of the Life photo- 
graphic laboratory, Shaneyfelt said that Herbertr Orth had ' brpught 
it down personally and projected it for us and allowed us to run 
through it several times, studying the original". Present were 
"Commission representatives and representatives of the FBI and 
Secret Service". This showing was arranged because "the original 
had considerably more detail and more there to study than any of 
the copies, since in the photographic process each time you copy 
you lose some detail". Life "volunteered to prepare 35-raw- color 
slides directly from the original movie of all the pertinent films 
of the assassination which were determine d to be frames 171 
through 434"- Shaneyfelt meant 334 (5H138-9). The "determiner" 
is unnamed. 

The "pertinent frames" do not begin with 171, except for 
purposes of a case sgainst Oswald as the lone assassin. For ex- 
ample, Willis is located in earlier frames. In Frame 161 and 
those preceding it, shots from the sixth-floor window could have 
hit the President (5H147), only not the President and the Governor 
at the same time. Shots from elsewhere made every frame "perti- 
nent". And Altgens is in only later frames. 

This is the only evidence of any government examination of 
the original film, even though it is infinitely more informative 
than "any of the copies" and has " considerably more detail". 

Just before 7 p.m. the night of June 4, 1964, bhe Commis- 
sioners at first thought they saw the original Zapruder, and that 
phrase was used in the description to them, but it was not true. 
The differences between the real and the reenactment films shown 
that night in the VFW Building at 200 Maryland Avenue, NE, re- 
quire no explanation. The reenactment has no spectators, no 
President or other notables, no women. 

After seeing the reenactment. Commissioner KcCloy asked 
Shaneyfelt, "What have you got left?" He was told, "The original 
Zapruder." McCloy ordered, "We will see that." Specter did not 
correct the record. Congressman Ford, when told the Nix and Much- 
more films were "on the same run" and McCloy said, "Let's do 
those, too," said, "First is the original Zapruder." Then Shaney- 
felt responded, beginning as though he were thinking out loud 
about it: 

"Original Zapruder. This is not the original. This is 
the first copy." 
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